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Why now?    
 
• Accelerating erosion 
• Increasing frequency and 

ferocity of storm events 

Our island’s history is 
washing away 



CITiZAN Coastal and Intertidal 

Zone Archaeological Network 

Thames Discovery 
Programme to… 



Baseline data 
• National Record of the Historic 

Environment 
• Rapid Coastal Zone Assessments 

(English Heritage) 
 

Site / feature types 
• Submerged Settlements, forests 
• Coastal buildings 
• Hulks 
• Salt production sites 
• Nautical structures 
• Prehistory to present day 



Project Partners 

London 

York 

Portsmouth 



• New and existing 
community groups trained 
to survey/monitor 
archaeological sites and 
features threatened by 
exposure/ erosion on coast 
and in intertidal zone  

 

• Standardised recording 
format: quality controlled 
central database 
 

• Compatible with similar 
work in Scotland & Wales 
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CITiZAN: national proposal 



• Bringing groups together 
who are already working in 
the intertidal and coastal 
zone 

 
• Right: Map of the UK 

showing the distribution of 
all groups known to the 
CBA that engage with 
archaeological heritage 
(Thomas 2010, fig. 3) 
 

CITiZAN: NETWORK 
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CITiZAN project timeline 

2018 



CITiZAN: Online monitoring 

Modelled after Scotland’s 
Coastal Heritage at Risk 



CITiZAN Online monitoring: sites 



CITiZAN Online monitoring: site records 



CITiZAN Online monitoring: editing records 



CITiZAN Online monitoring: add a new record 



CITiZAN and the HERs 

• 47 out of 84 HERs 
touch the coast or a 
tidal river 
 

• NRHE = baseline data 
 

• Enhanced or new 
records will be 
exported in CSV 
format and 
submitted to the 
HERs annually 
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